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Livability principles- EPA

É 1. Provide more transportation choices.
Develop safe, reliable and economical transportation choices to decrease household transportation 
costs, reduce our nationôs dependence on foreign oil, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and promote public health.

2. Promote equitable, affordable housing.
Expand location - and energy -efficient housing choices for people of all ages, incomes, races and 
ethnicities to increase mobility and lower the combined cost of housing and transportation.

3. Enhance economic competitiveness.
Improve economic competitiveness through reliable and timely access to employment centers, 
educational opportunities, services and other basic needs by workers as well as expanded business 
access to markets.

4. Support existing communities.
Target federal funding toward existing communities ïthrough such strategies as transit -oriented, 
mixed -use development and land recycling ïto increase community revitalization, improve the 
efficiency of public works investments, and safeguard rural landscapes.

5. Coordinate policies and leverage investment.
Align federal policies and funding to remove barriers to collaboration, leverage funding and increase 
the accountability and effectiveness of all levels of government to plan for future growth, including 
making smart energy choices such as locally generated renewable energy.

6. Value communities and neighborhoods.
Enhance the unique characteristics of all communities by investing in healthy, safe and walkable 
neighborhoods ïrural, urban or suburban. 



Preview of Friday session 9AM 

ñRural Smart Growthò
É 1) support the rural landscape by creating 

economic climate that enhances viability 
of working lands and preserving the rural 
character of existing communities

É 2) help existing places thrive by taking 
care of assets & investments such as 
downtowns, main streets, existing 
infrastructure, places, community values.

É 3) create great new places by building 
vibrant enduring neighborhoods and 
communities that people, esp. young 
people, donôt want to leave



Ten Principles of Smart Growth

É Mix land uses
É Take advantage of compact 

design
É Create a range of housing 

opportunities and choices
É Create walkable communities
É Foster distinctive, attractive 

communities with a strong 
sense of place

É Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical 
environmental areas

É Strengthen and direct development toward existing communities
É Provide a variety of transportation options.  Make development 

decisions predictable, fair and cost -effective
É Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration in 

development decisions



Some words have a life span and 

are targets

É Healthy community design

É Sustainable places

É New urbanism

É Smart growth 

É Walkability 

É Active transportation & Complete  Streets 

É Context sensitive design

É Transit oriented development

É Location efficient development



Short version of the talk

Pedestrian is the indicator species of 
livable communities. 
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Healthy Built Environment 

Checklist
1. Complete streets, 

sidewalks & bikeways
2. Places that are safe 

(perceived as safe)
3. 0.25 miles from services 

and appealing 
destinations

4. Trails and connectedness
5. Access to parks, 

recreation sites and 
greenspaces 

6. Vital centers -mixed use 
7. Well designed density
8. Appropriate mix of 

housing & affordability
9. Access to mass transit
11. Green buildings & design



Healthy built environments-micro to 

macro
É Renovation, single commercial 

or retail project
É An intersection
É Roads, streets, arterials and 

highways
É Parks, trails, greenspace 
É Neighborhoods
É A river front
É Main streets, downtowns
É New subdivisions
É Regional centers (e.g. North 

Reserve & Southgate Mall)
É Small towns (e.g. Seeley Lake)
É Open space and working lands



Benefits for individuals & 

communities 
1. Physical activity (and all related physical & 

mental health, incl. obesity)
2. Health care costs
3. Childrenôs wellbeing & youth development
4. Health & wellness needs of older people
5. Air quality, traffic congestion, road costs
6. Traffic crashes & other safety concerns
7. Livability for all residents - incl. singles, 

childless couples, seniors, low income, 
disabled

8. Climate change & energy use
9. Social connectedness, social health
10. Community & economic vitality, appeal 
11. Water quality & other land use 


